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UNIVERSITY CENTRE ST-IGNATIUS ANTWERP

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

SEPTEMBER 2004 – SEPTEMBER 2009
GENERAL FRAMEWORK

The University Centre St-Ignatius Antwerp was created in 2002 to continue the Jesuit tradition of academic reflection and service to society.

Ever at the forefront of new developments in the world, the 34th Congregation of the Society of Jesus defines the central themes to explore and guide Jesuit endeavour in contemporary society as justice, culture and faith and inter-religious dialogue. 

These are the lines along which UCSIA intends to develop its own project strategy. 

The Scribani network, created by UCSIA in 2003 and consisting of 12 European Jesuit centres, which, through their research activities and social action, are extremely aware of the most urgent issues in contemporary society, opted for the central theme of solidarity in Europe as the main focus for the coming years.

On their impetus, UCSIA organises a congress at the University of Antwerp in September 2004 on the topic of “Solidarity in Europe:  are Migration and Enlargement Real Challenges?”

This event forms the starting point for UCSIA’s project development for the periods September 2004 to September 2009.

UCSIA will develop, in cooperation with interested partners, project proposals of different formats (workshops, congresses, conferences, lectures, etc.) that may contribute to this core theme of the construction of Europe, based on solidarity and the Christian-Ignatian inspiration of work in the field of justice (social exclusion and human rights), culture and faith (respect for different cultural values) and inter-religious dialogue (exchange with other religions).

Below you will find a description of possible sub-themes UCSIA would like to explore within this framework. These suggestions are to be considered as such and are by no means exhaustive or exclusive. They only form a guideline to inspire potential project ideas. UCSIA stays open to all other project ideas that may contribute to the broad academic exploration of the construction of a European Community.

UCSIA aims to stimulate insight into this core matter through multidisciplinary projects on the local and international levels.

UCSIA aims to create a forum where academics, policy makers and field workers may meet and exchange ideas related to this matter.

Each UCSIA project thus aims at contributing a building stone for the construction of a more equitable Europe, rooted in solidarity.   

CONSTRUCTING A EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

FORGING AN IDENTITY FROM UNITY IN DIVERSITY

An era of challenge

The enlargement of the European Union in times of increased migration and globalization, faces Europe with the challenge of creating a sense of unity within a world of diversity.

The multifaceted identities of its components, the changing communities of its member states, require a balanced policy to arrive at some kind of a shared common good with which each of its citizens can identify. This can only be the outcome of a long process of dialogue in a sphere of solidarity and justice within the framework of democracy. What values/institutions will shape Europe’s community and how will they influence its identity ? 

Some of the challenges that need to be faced in constructing a renewed European community

From the 7th and 8ht centuries onwards European development and expansion shows a rather uninterrupted evolution. It is generally accepted that the era of the first crusades (11th – 12th centuries) was a crucial point in the construction of the idea of “Europe”.  It was in confrontation with the cultures and religions of the Middle East (Byzantium, Eastern Christianity, Arab and Turkish kingdoms, Islam) that “Europe” became aware of its existence.  It is a well-known phenomenon that in confrontation with “the other” people become more aware of their own culture and of what differentiates them from “the other”.  

The foundation of contemporary Europe can be found in the Middle Ages: the spreading of Christianity, the establishment of language zones, the formation of territorial states with germs of national consciousness, the urbanisation of certain regions, the renewed development of rational-empirical scientific thought, the creation of (pre-)democratic political structures and the expansion of commercial networks.  Nonetheless until the eighteenth century Europe was still, from a general economic and cultural perspective, lagging behind compared to other regions in the world such as China… 
Gradually it outgrew this situation and imposed its model of development onto the rest of the world… 

· Borders and frontiers

The Roman Empire was the first encompassing state on the territories of nowadays Europe.  However in its golden age it stretched out from North Africa to the Indus, leaving northern Europe outside its borders. Afterwards the ancient Roman frontiers were broken up by Islam, dividing the empire into three continents. These fractures were prepared for by the division between the Western and Eastern Roman Empires. They are mirrored on the other sides of the Mediterranean by a similar East-West division (Maghreb/Masreq). These borders are of a physical as well as an ideological nature. These zones of different spheres of influence were later on sealed by the iron curtain, the destruction of which only seems to give way to new barriers.  First of all we witness growing social barriers as a consequence of the revival of ethnic and xenophobic reactions between “West” and “East” and “North” and “South”, but we even see the construction of new material barriers on the other side of the Mediterranean, as the wall in Ceuta illustrates.   

The undefined geography of the Union is also reflected in the treatment of Turkey’s desire for Union membership and the difficulties in agreeing an enlargement strategy with regard to central and eastern Europe.

· Religion, ethics, ideology and spirituality

Judeo-Christian traditions lie at the heart of European values. They are not exclusively a European product, nor are they limited to the European territories, but it is evident that they are inextricably interwoven with its identity, history and social life. Until recent times the Christian religion gave meaning to nearly all aspects of daily life, but even today  socio-cultural life in Europe is still extensively shaped by Judeo-Christian traditions. 

From the 14th century on a new socio-cultural frame of reference – humanism – was introduced in Western Europe. This evolution cannot be seen independently from the new ideology – enlightenment – emerging in the 17th - 18th centuries that created the socio-political conditions for our contemporary democratic nation states. 
However Islam has a long tradition on European soil, from the 9th century on in Spain (Al – Andalus) and later in the Balkan and Eastern Europe as part of the Ottoman Empire. As such it also had its input in the shaping of “European” culture; by times functioning as “the ultimate other” against which “European identity” was constructed. 

Although the religious landscape changed over the centuries, these religious traditions are still part of nowadays Europe. 

In what sense are contemporary socio-cultural frameworks, inspired by religion, ethics, ideology and spirituality that we encounter in Europe, typical European? In what sense can they contribute to establishing a European identity?

· Higher education

Europe has a longstanding tradition of higher education with its first universities stemming from the Middle Ages. Academic life was concentrated in university cities such as Salerno, Bologna and Paris and attracted students from all over Europe. Today the potential of the European university network is enormous with more than 4000 institutions, 17 million students and 435.000 researchers.

Contemporary European unification also has its effect on the university landscape which is being thoroughly reorganized through the Bologna reforms to realize a common European higher education structure. This integration process of the European university landscape is discussed and evaluated every two years at ministerial level. In 2009, ten years after the start of the process, Belgium will host the meeting of the Bologna Follow-up Group, an occasion to reflect on the future of higher education in Europe.

Given the expertise of the Society of Jesus in higher education, it is only natural that UCSIA, as a member of the European Federation of Catholic Universities, should participate in this reflection. Core questions are: Should universities dedicate themselves to learning and research for their own sake rather than respond energetically to societal request for new services, training programs or expert knowledge and advice? Should universities focus on training professionals or on educating for critical and reflective individuals? Do universities have a role to play in moral and political standards of society?

What can the contribution of universities be in the process of the construction of Europe? What is the social responsibility of universities in wider European society?

· Peace and conflict 

Europe has a history burdened by conflict. The European Union was born out of the divisions that brought about World War II. To escape this sort a community was built in which potential enemies are made dependent on one another. This implies a community that respects diversity and alterity as its very basis. Constructing a European community is not a dispensable luxury; it is, on the contrary, absolutely necessary. Europe tries to weave networks of mutual interdependence, economically, politically, socially and culturally. The real battle for Europe lies in maintaining the creative tension between empowering identities and mutual responsibility.

· Political order and institutions

Development of a workable constitutional order is essential. 

By revising the treaties in which the institutions, procedures and rules of the Union are rooted, the EU should be brought closer to the people, making it operate more efficiently and openly. This action should be aimed at the establishment of some kind of federal but definitely a democratically legitimate structure. Federation could give expression to what is inherent to the European Union, namely unity in diversity. Given the complex circumstances of the integration process of the Union, only a democratic order offers the possibility of tackling the pressing practical and political problems and of giving meaning to what we call Union citizenship.

· Social order and solidarity

There are various models for the most effective and fairest social order. In Europe a broad consensus was reached on a model that corresponds closely to the vital needs and circumstances of Europeans. It is strikingly different from the American or South-Asian models. The European model of social market economy allows market forces full scope whilst subjecting them to a framework of rules designed to prevent abuse, satisfy social needs and provide a minimum of social security.  The consequent solidarity and stability also engender greater freedom of the market; the efficiency gained as a result makes it possible to supply the necessary resources for social welfare and security.  This model is now being challenged.  The excessive growth of the social security system has disrupted the balance between individual responsibility for the whole and society’s responsibility for the individual. On the other hand, the pressure of competition accompanying the globalisation of the economy has meant that to safeguard jobs cutbacks have had to be made in the social security system together with reforms in the way they operate. Demographic factors (declining birth rate and ageing population) burden the system even more. These threats to the European model represent an attack on the philosophy which underlies it. The agreement on social policy between the member states appended to the Maastricht treaty was a first important step to face the challenge of shared responsibility for an enlarged community in times of weakened social solidarity. 

What social model does the European Community need?

· World order and globalisation

Lasting economic and social stability is also vitally important for the EU from the point of view of the surrounding world. This implies creating the conditions for peaceful development in other regions. The readiness of the EU to face up to its responsibilities with regard to the Mediterranean area and Central and Eastern Europe (moreover in relation to Russia and the Commonwealth of Independent States) is substantiated by large-scale development aid and development cooperation in the Third World. It indicates a growing role for the Union as an actor in the international order. The establishment of the European Community was also a contribution to the creation of a more just and peaceful world order. Its endowment with democratic institutions and instruments for the common definition and implementation of policies in an increasing number of areas, but in particular in its development into a European Union with a common foreign and security policy and a single currency, only becomes really meaningful if it is understood as a structural component of a world federation i.e. a process which leads, via the organisation of large continental groups of states and a reform of the United Nations, to a world order based on subsidiarity.

In the context of world history the unification process in Europe is aiming further than the construction of a Union. More precisely, the stability achieved through the process of building the community, together with the instruments devised in this process and the ensuing prosperity, are all factors which oblige Europeans to assume responsibility in and for the world.

These are but a few perspectives from which the challenges that need to be faced in constructing a renewed European community may be approached. It is clear that in all these perspectives, concepts such as justice, culture and faith and inter-religious dialogue play a crucial role. 
It is UCSIA’s aim to  develop projects that may contribute to this core theme of the construction of Europe, based on solidarity and the Christian-Ignatian inspiration of work in the field of justice (social exclusion and human rights), culture and faith (respect for different cultural values) and inter-religious dialogue (exchange with other religions).
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