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2https://www.visualcapitalist.com/all-the-metals-we-mined-in-2021-visualized/



https://www.industriall
-union.org/report-due-
diligence-across-the-
battery-supply-chain
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Social justice

Fair distribution of benefits & costs



https://www.economist.com/finance-and-
economics/2012/01/21/ipadded





7https://elements.visualcapitalist.com/the-biggest-mining-companies-in-the-world-in-2021/

https://delvedatabase.org/data



Regulation



Metaphor of the supply chain

Supply chain regulation = replacing “weak links” 

in the chain (Gibb, 2020)

Source: https://www.minespider.com/blog/exploring-
the-gold-supply-chain 

https://aeon.co/essays/what-the-supply-chain-metaphor-obscures-about-global-justice
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Thomson Reuters blog, 2016

https://blogs.thomsonreuters.com/answerson/t
he-weakest-link/

“Customers, consumers and governments hold 
companies accountable not only for their own actions, 
but for the actions of suppliers, vendors and business 
partners.  Remember, your organization is only as 
strong as its weakest link. Being aware of the risks 
your organization faces – supply, supplier and price –
and adopting a best-practice supply chain 
management process, building on an accountable, risk-
based approach, will keep your organization out of 
trouble. It will also keep you on the right side of 
regulators whilst ensuring supply-chain sustainability
and allowing you to move forward with confidence”
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Due diligence

“An on-going, proactive and reactive process through which 

companies can ensure that they respect human rights and do not

contribute to conflict” (…) Through this process, “companies can 

identify, prevent, mitigate and account for how they address their 

actual and potential adverse impacts as an integral part

of business decision-making and risk management systems”.

(OECD, 2016)



Risk



“Annex II risks” (OECD, 2016)
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Serious abuses associated with the extraction, transport or trade of minerals

Direct or indirect support to non-state armed groups

Public or private security forces

Bribery and fraudulent misrepresentation of the origin of minerals

Money laundering

Payment of taxes, fees and royalties due to governments
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▪ Risk as something that can be calculated and managed

▪ Prevention, mitigation, reaction



Responsibility
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https://inyova.ch/en/expertise/teslas-response-to-skeptics/
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Thank you

Sara.geenen@uantwerpen.be


